f/arch  loth,  1^15 


F.  G.tarkir,  ffso.:, 

Vice— C ha i  many  Board  of  Trustees;, 

Toronto  General  Hospital. 

Dear  Vr .  Lark  inf: 

T  regret  that  I  shall  te  unable  tc  be  present  at  the 
neetirg  of  the  Foard  of  Trustees  cf  tne  hospital  to-acrrow  afternoon, 
as  I  leave  at  4‘; 30  for  Chicago.  T  understand  that  the  ofciect  of  the 
ireeti  n?  is  to  consider  the  auestion  of  the  officials  of  the  Hospital  being 
granted  leave  to  .loin  the  staff  cf  the  new  hospital  for  the  front. 

»f1ll  you  allow  ire  to  say  that  T  was  on  the  Committes  that 
made  the  selection,  and  the  Committee  endeavoured  in  making  the  selection 
to  keep  in  view  the  needs  of  tne  Hospital  as  well  as  the  teaching  to  be 
done  in  the' University  ?  The  heaviest  drain  has  been  trade  upon  the 

Toronto  General  Hospital.  I  nope,  however.,  that  the  Trustees  of  tne 
Hospital  will  agree  to  grant  both  the  medical  men  ana  the  nurses  leave 
of  absence  for  they  are  undertaking  a  great  patriotic  duty.  Our 
information  is  to  the  effect  that  at  the  opening  of  activ?  hostilities, 
now  probable  within  a  few  weeks:,  there  will  he  an  1  jrnense-  demand  for 
Hospital  service.  .Ye  are  told  that  preparation  is  being  made  tor 
400,000  wounded  in  Britain.  In  these  circumstances  we  would  surely  be 
failing  in  our  duty  not  only  to  cur  own  people  but  to  the  i'mpire  and  to 
this  war  on  civilisation  were  we  not  to  make  sacrifices  in  order  to  help 
forward  the  consumna Lion  for  which  we  are  all  working.  It  may  mean 
that  for  next  year  other  medical  men  will  have  to  do  extra  work  for  those 


2 


who  are  away.  There  will:,  however,  be  coircensating  advantages  for 
allowing  these  gentleiren  to  go,  inasmuch  as  in  addition  to  serving 
the  country  they  will  be  getting  rro3t  valuable  excerience  and  they 
should  return  able  to  render  still  better  service  to  the  Hoscital  in 
the  future  than  they  have  even  done  heretofore. 

I  air, 


Yours  sincerely, 
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